June 10, 2003

Dear Maureen, 

I had hoped to relay this information by phone, but I was unable to reach you. 
I am pleased to inform you that the Phi Beta Kappa Association of Greater Maine was granted charter status by the Committee on Associations on Monday, June 9, 2003. Because the Maine association has been contributing to the Council Fund, you will be able to send one delegate to the Council at the Society's expense. If you can forward your delegate's information to me, I will send that person the appropriate registration materials. 
Congratulations to you and all of the members of the Greater Maine Association! I look forward to working with you in the future. 

Best wishes, 

Cameron Curtis 

Cameron Curtis 
Director of Society Events and Alumni Relations
The Phi Beta Kappa Society 
1785 Massachusetts Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
202-265-3808 
____________________________________________________________________________________
June 2, 2003

Dear Ms. Krug, 

I am writing on behalf of the Executive Board for the Phi Beta Kappa Association of Maine, established in September of 2001. I am proud to say that despite our short tenure, we have a strong, interested and active Association. In our first full year in existence, 199 charter members joined our Association, as well as 107 individuals that wished to remain on our mailing list to stay informed of Association activities. As of today, one month into our 2003 renewal cycle, we have already renewed 96 members to the Association, with more replies arriving nearly every day. 

The purpose of this letter is to express our interest in receiving full chartered status prior to the August Triennial Council meeting in Seattle. We are a viable organization with strong membership and a full slate of activities. Outlined below is an overview of what we have been able to accomplish thus far.

Mission: 

During our October 2001 meeting, the Board presented and the membership adopted our Mission Statement: "Committed to the spirit of liberal learning in an epoch of unprecedented change, the Phi Beta Kappa Association of Maine unites members within the State to foster collegiality and fellowship, to promote the liberal arts as essential to the flourishing of a free society, and to encourage high school and college students in the State of Maine to pursue academic excellence". 

Membership meetings: 

The association has held five membership meetings since our inception: 

· September 16th, 2001 at Bowdoin College to organize the group. 
· October 30th, 2001 at the Down East Village in Yarmouth to share dinner and to hear James Baskerville, Vice President, Bath Iron Works, lecture on "Application of Advanced Technology in our Changing World Environment". 
· May 11th, 2002, at Bowdoin College on May 11, 2002 for a lecture by Mahmoud Faksh, Professor of Political Science, University of Southern Maine, on "Islam and the West: Cultural Clash or Coexistence?". 
· September 18th, 2002, in Portland, the Honorable Vincent L. McKusick (A.B. Bates, 1943, and PBK), former Chief Justice of the Maine Supreme Judicial Court, presented "The U.S. Supreme Court as the Trial Court for Suits between States: An Inside Look". 
· May 1st, at the Curtis Memorial Library in Brunswick Kathleen Gensheimer, MD, MPH, our then-president of the PBK Association of Maine and State Epidemiologist, presented "The Making of a Public Health Physician: The Art and the Science". 
Academic Awards Program: 

In the spring of 2003, our Association awarded 60 Academic Achievement Awards to graduating seniors around the state in recognition of their academic excellence and distinction among their peers. The purpose of this award is to recognize these outstanding high school seniors and to encourage the study of liberal arts by Maine students. High Schools in Maine were given the opportunity to select the "graduating senior who is going on to higher education and who has demonstrated intellectual curiosity and achievement beyond the classroom". Sixty high schools participated in this first annual event. Award recipients received a tasteful certificate from Hand and Hammer. In the future, as our treasury grows, we would like to provide more substantial recognition. 

Treasury balance:

At this time, our treasury balance is $5,800, comprised primarily of dues collected and donations from members. 

Website: 

We have a web site (www.PBKMaineAssociation.org) that is operational and informative. Here you will find details on the Association, including the Association specific brochure that can be downloaded in pdf format; information regarding upcoming meetings; contact information for our Board members; current activities and initiatives; our Constitution and Bylaws; how to become active with the Association, including involvement in various committees, as well as a link to the national organization. 

Membership Survey:

As part of our recent membership renewal effort, we sent out a Survey of Members, which solicited input on the following questions:

1. What ideas do you have on how the Association should spend its money (i.e., your dues and any special efforts to raise funds)? 

2. What topics / speakers would you like to see during the coming year at Association meetings? 

3. Because the Association is a statewide entity, what ideas do you have for ensuring that all parts of the State are included in a meaningful way? 

4. What would you like to see on the Association Website that isn’t currently offered? 

5. Are you interested in becoming involved in a committee or as a volunteer? If so, what would you like to see yourself doing in support of the Association? 

We have received ~40 substantive replies to this survey from our Membership, and the Executive Board will be utilizing this input in planning for our future activities. 

Executive Board: 

Obviously in order to pull off this amount of activity, we have had to demonstrate strong leadership at the Executive Board level. Our Charter Board members clearly provided this leadership and have worked hard to establish the foundation for long-term success. Since September of 2001, we have met on a quarterly basis, and more often as needed in order to plan and meet our commitments to the membership.

In conclusion, I sincerely hope you will carry this message forward and support our request for Chartered status. We are an active and viable organization with a strong constituency. If you require further information, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 207-442-5346.

Warmly,

Maureen Jeanette Kenney (TCU, ’85)

President,  BK Association of Maine 

4 Leeward Cove 

Brunswick, Maine 04011 

___________________________________________________________________ 

"Gensheimer, Kathleen F." <Kathleen.F.Gensheimer@maine.gov> 

03/14/03 12:48 PM 

Dear Ms. Krug, 

I have received your name from Gordon Weil, who suggested that I contact you 

in regard to whether the newly organized Maine Association of PBK could be 

approved for full status into the national organization prior to the August 

meeting of the Council. Obviously, such an approval would have obvious 

benefit in terms of representation at the meeting, but also in terms of 

funding support to attend the meeting. If there is additional information 

that you need regarding the Maine Association, we would be delighted to 

supply you with the necessary documentation. Thank you in advance for your 

consideration. 

Kathleen F. Gensheimer, M.D., M.P.H. 

State Epidemiologist 

Director Medical Epidemiology Section 

Maine Bureau of Health 

286 Water Street 

Key Plaza, 8th floor 

State House #11 

Augusta, Maine 04333 

tel: 207-287-5183 

fax: 207-287-6865 

